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(57) ABSTRACT

An assembly for testing performance of a component
includes a rotatable turret having component handling heads
each of which can hold a component and a rotatable head
assembly that includes a rotatable head having one or more
nests. Each nest has an electrical contact and can receive a
component that electrically connects to the nest’s electrical
contact. Each nest can hold a component that remains elec-
trically connected to the electrical contact, as the head rotates.
The rotatable head is adjacent to the turret to pass a compo-
nent directly from a component handling head on the turret to
anestonthe head. A processor is in electrical communication
with the electrical contact(s) of the nests such that the pro-
cessor can send command signals to a component held in a
nest and receive response signals from the component. The
processor determines the performance of the component from
the response signals.

15 Claims, 9 Drawing Sheets
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1
ASSEMBLY FOR TESTING THE
PERFORMANCE OF A COMPONENT

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention concerns an assembly for testing the
performance of a component, and in particular for testing the
performance of a component while the component is moving
and/or being accelerated or decelerated.

DESCRIPTION OF RELATED ART

Electrical components are required to operate in many
different environments. In certain cases electrical compo-
nents are required to operate while moving; the performance
of' a component which is moving may differ to its perfor-
mance when the component is stationary. Therefore, it is
desirable if the performance of the component while it is in
motion can be tested, to determine if that component is suit-
able for certain applications.

When testing the electrical performance of the component
while the component is in motion, it is important that electri-
cal communication with the component is maintained as the
component is moved. This requires that the component main-
tains electrical connection with electrical contacts as it is
moved. Existing means for holding components in contact
with electrical contacts are not sufficient to hold components
in contact with electrical contacts when moving at high
speeds.

Typically, a plurality of testing/processing stations will
define an assembly line for component processing or compo-
nent testing. These testing/processing stations are typically
located at the periphery of a rotatable turret. The rotatable
turret comprises component handling heads which can carry
components and the turret intermittently rotates to transport
components between successive testing/processing stations.
As the components are processed/tested at each station the
turret must be stopped; the overall processing time of the
assembly is dictated by the slowest processing/testing station.
It desirable to minimise testing/processing time of each sta-
tion so that the overall processing time of the assembly is
minimised.

A component which forms part of a device may be sub-
merged in parasitic magnetic field which is generated by other
components in the device. The performance of a component
may be affected by the presence of a magnetic field. There-
fore, for many applications, it is desirable if the performance
of the component in the presence of a magnetic field can be
determined.

It is an aim of the present invention to mitigate or obviate at
least some of the above-mentioned disadvantages or difficul-
ties.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

According to the present invention there is provided an
assembly for testing performance of a component, the assem-
bly comprising,

arotatable turret which comprises a plurality of component
handling heads each of which can hold a component;

a rotatable head assembly, the rotatable head assembly
comprising, a rotatable head, wherein the rotatable head com-
prises one or more nests, each of which has an electrical
contact, and each of which is suitable for receiving a compo-
nent such that the component can electrically connect to the
electrical contact of that nest;
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2

wherein the nest is further configured such that it can hold
a component such that the component remains electrically
connected to the electrical contact, as the rotatable head
rotates;

wherein the rotatable head is arranged to be adjacent the
turret so that a component can be passed directly from a
component handling head on the rotatable turret to a nest on
the rotatable head;

a processor which is arranged in electrical communication
with the electrical contact(s) of the one or more nests on the
rotatable head such that the processor can, both, send com-
mand signals to a component held in a nest which cause the
component to operate in a predefined manner, and receive
response signals from the component which are generated by
the component when the component operates in the pre-
defined manner, while the component is rotated by the rotat-
able head, and

wherein the processor is configured to determine the per-
formance of the component from the response signals it
receives.

Preferably the rotatable head assembly is arranged such
that the rotatable head is positioned under the rotatable turret
so that a component can be passed directly from a component
handling head on the rotatable turret into a nest on the rotat-
able head. In such a configuration the component can be
dropped directly from a component handling head on the
rotatable turret into a nest on the rotatable head.

The rotatable head may be arranged such that it can be
rotated so that a nest on the rotatable head is aligned with a
component handling head on the rotatable turret.

The determine performance may be the electrical perfor-
mance of the component. Preferably, the component is an
electrical component.

The rotatable head may comprise a two or more nests. For
example, the rotatable head may comprise four nests. The two
or more nest may be positioned symmetrically on the rotat-
able head.

The rotatable head may be configured to have a single axis
of rotation only.

The processor may be further configured to derive, from
the determined performance of the component, the perfor-
mance of the component if it were moved in one or more
linear directions. For example, the processor can derive from
the determined performance, how the component would per-
form if it were to be moved along the horizontal normal or
vertical normal.

The rotatable head assembly may further comprise an
actuator for rotating the rotatable head. The actuator may be
a servo motor.

The rotatable head assembly may further comprise a con-
troller which is operable to control the speed of rotation of the
rotatable head. For example the controller may be arranged in
communication with an actuator which actuates rotation of
the rotatable head so that the speed of rotation of the rotatable
head can be controlled. This will enable the rotational head to
be accelerated and/or decelerated. Thus the performance of
the component while it is being accelerated and/or deceler-
ated may also be determined. Of course the controller may
also operate the actuator so that it rotates the rotational head
at a constant speed.

The rotatable head assembly may define one of a plurality
of testing stations which are arranged at a periphery of the
rotational turret. The rotational turret may be configured to
intermittently rotate to transport components between the
plurality of testing stations.



US 9,140,629 B2

3

The rotation of the rotatable head is preferably synchro-
nized with the rotation of the turret, so that the performance of
components is determined, during the periods in which turret
is stopped.

The nest may comprise, a fixed part, and a movable part,
wherein the fixed part and movable part are configured to
cooperate so as to define a pocket which can receive at least a
part of a component, wherein the movable part is moveable
between a first position and a second position, wherein in the
first position the pocket is open so that at least part of the
component can be moved into the pocket and establish elec-
trical connection with an electrical contact of the nest, and in
the second position the pocket is closed so that the at least part
of the component positioned in the pocket can be secured
within the pocket, wherein the nest further comprises a bias-
ing means which is arranged to bias the movable part towards
its second position so that a component can be maintained
electrically connected to the electrical contact provided in the
nest, as the rotatable head rotates

When the moveable part is moved to its first portion, the
dimensions of the pocket are increased, so that a component
can be easily moved into the pocket to establish electrical
connection to an electrical contact of the nest. When the
moveable part is moved to its second portion, the dimensions
of the pocket are decreased, so that a component is secured
within the pocket. When the moveable part is moved to its
second portion the pocket is closed; when the pocket is closed
the component is secured within the pocket of the nest so that
it remains electrically connected to the electrical contacts
even when it rotated by the rotatable head. The component
may be secured by, for example, the component may be
clamped between the moveable part and fixed part, the move-
able part may comprise an extension which engages or covers
a part of the component when the moveable part is in its
section position, so that the component is retained in the
pocket, the frictional force between the moveable part and
component and fixed part and component may be such that
the component is retained in the pocket.

The moveable part may be configured so that it can abut a
component at least part of which is located in the pocket, to
frictionally engage the electrical component, when the move-
able part is in its second position, such that frictional force
between the moveable part and the component secures the
component within the pocket.

The moveable part may comprise an extending member
which is configured such that it can abut a component at least
part of which is located in the pocket, when the moveable part
is in its second position, such that frictional force between the
extending member and the component secures the component
within the pocket.

The moveable part may comprise an extending member
which is configured such that it can abut a component located
in the pocket, when the moveable partis in its second position,
such that the frictional force between the extending member
and the component secures the component within the pocket.

The component may be an LED. The fixed part and mov-
able part may be configured to cooperate to define a pocket
which is suitable for receiving at least part of an LED. The
component may be a silicon chip. The fixed part and movable
part may be configured to cooperate to define a pocket which
is suitable for receiving at least part of a silicon chip.

Preferably the fixed part and movable part are configured to
cooperate to define a pocket which is suitable for receiving a
part of a component while leaving another part of the com-
ponent exposed. For example, the fixed part and movable part
may be configured to cooperate to define a pocket which is
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suitable for receiving the electrical contacts of an LED while
leaving a lens portion of the LED protruding from the pocket
so it is exposed for testing.

The fixed part may comprise one or more projections
which define one or more walls of the pocket. The fixed part
may comprise three projections which define three walls of
the pocket.

The moveable part may be configured to define one or more
other walls of the pocket. The moveable part may be config-
ured to define a fourth wall of the pocket.

The fixed part may comprise an aperture which can receive
the one or more projections which are provided on the fixed
part. At least the length dimensions of the aperture may be
larger than the length dimensions of the one or more projec-
tions on the fixed part so that the moveable part can move
relative to the fixed part when the one or more projections on
the fixed part are received in the aperture of the moveable part.

The biasing means may comprise at least one flexible
blade.

The movable part may be arranged to cooperate with the
flexible blade such that movement of the movable part to its
first position causes the at least one flexible blade to flex.

The elastic force of the flexed blade will bias the moveable
part towards its second position.

The movable part and at least one flexible blade are
arranged so that when the moveable part is in the second
position the flexible blade is flexed, so that a biasing force is
applied to the moveable part when in its second position, so
that a component located within the pocket is clamped
between the moveable part and fixed part to secure the com-
ponent in the pocket.

The movable part may comprise one or more projections
which is/are arranged to cooperate with the flexible blade
such that when the movable part is moved to its first position
the projections push against the blade to flex the blade.

Preferably, the one or more projections is/are arranged to
abut the flexible blade.

The nest may comprise, a first blade which comprises a first
end and second end, wherein the first end is fixed to the fixed
part of the nest and a second end which is a free end so that it
can flex, and a second blade which comprises a first end and
second end, wherein the first end it fixed to the fixed part of the
nest and a second end which is a free end so that it can flex.

The movable part may comprise, a first projection which
cooperates with the first blade proximate to the free end of the
first blade, and a second projection which cooperates with the
second blade proximate to the free end of the second blade, so
that movement of the moveable part towards its first position
will cause flexion of the first and second blades.

The nest may comprise a flexible blade which is configured
to be secured to the fixed portion at a centre point along the
length of the blade, leaving the ends of the blade free to flex.
One or more projections on the moveable part may be
arranged to cooperate with the blade at a position which is
proximate to the ends of blade which are free to flex.

The nest may further comprise a guide means which can
guide the movement of the movable part as it moves between
the first and second positions. Preferably, the guide means
comprises one or more projection members on the fixed
which engage one or more tracks on the moveable part. Alter-
natively the guide means may comprise one or more projec-
tion members on the moveable part which engage one or more
tracks on the fixed part. It will be understood that any suitable
guide means could be used.

The nest may further comprise a heating means, which is
configured to be in thermal communication with the pocket
such that the heating means can heat a component held in the
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pocket. Preferably the heating means comprises one or more
heating elements which are integrated within the nest.

The moveable part may further comprise a surface which is
arrangeable to cooperate with a cam of an actuator so that
movement of the cam can effect movement of the moveable
part between its first and second positions. Preferably, the
moveable part comprises a ledge, which extends beyond an
edge of the fixed part, and wherein the ledge comprises a
surface which is suitable for cooperating with a cam of an
actuator, so that movement of the cam will effect movement
of the moveable part between its first and second positions.
The surface which is suitable for cooperating with a cam of an
actuator is preferably a side face of the ledge. The side face of
the ledge is preferably substantially horizontal.

The rotatable head assembly may further comprise one or
more actuators for operating the one or more nests on the
rotatable head. The rotatable head assembly preferably com-
prises a single actuator for operating the one or more nests on
the rotatable head.

The actuator may comprise a cam in the form of an eccen-
tric cam which is arranged to cooperate with a surface of the
moveable part of the nest, so that rotation of the cam will
effect movement of the moveable part between its first and
second positions and wherein the actuator further comprises
amotor which is operable to rotate the cam. The motor may be
a stepper mototr.

The assembly for testing performance of a component,
may further comprise a magnetic testing station, the magnetic
testing station comprising,

an electromagnet which is operable by current to provide
an magnetic field;

a carriage, which comprises a nest which has an electrical
contact and which is suitable to hold a component in electrical
connection with the electrical contact of that nest, and
wherein the carriage is movable to carry a component
received in the nest, to a region where the component is
submerged in a magnetic field generated by the electromag-
net;

aprocessor which is arranged in electrical communication
with the electrical contact of the nest on the carriage such that
the processor can, both, send command signals to a compo-
nent held in the nest which cause the component to operate in
a predefined manner, and receive response signals from the
component which are generated by the component when the
component operates in the predefined manner, while the com-
ponent is submerged in the magnetic field, and

wherein the processor is configured to determine the per-
formance of the component from the response signals it
receives.

The carriage is preferably configured such that it can be
positioned adjacent to the turret so that a component can be
passed directly from a component handling head on the rotat-
able turret to a nest on carriage. Preferably the carriage is
configured such that it can be positioned under the turret so
that a component can be dropped directly from a component
handling head on the rotatable turret onto the nest on carriage.

The region to which the carriage carries the component, is
preferably a region within the electromagnet.

Preferably the determined performance is the electrical
performance of the component. Preferably the component is
a component.

The nest may have some or all of the features of the nest
mentioned earlier.

The magnetic testing station may further comprise a means
for adjusting the strength of the magnetic field. The means for
adjusting the strength of the magnetic field may comprise a
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means for adjusting the magnitude of current which is con-
ducted in an electrical coil of the electromagnet.

The magnetic testing station may comprise an actuator for
operating the nest on the carriage. The actuator may comprise
a cam in the form of an eccentric cam which is arranged to
cooperate with a surface of the moveable part of the nest, so
that rotation of the cam will effect movement of the moveable
part between its first and second positions and wherein the
actuator further comprises a motor which is operable to rotate
the cam. The motor may be a stepper motor.

A method of testing the performance of a component com-
prising the steps of,

transferring a component to be tested, from a handling head
on a rotatable turret, directly to a nest on a rotatable head
which is arranged adjacent the turret, so that the component
establishes electrical connection with an electrical contact
provided in the nest;

operating the nest to hold the component so that the com-
ponent remains electrically connected to the electrical contact
as the rotatable head rotates;

rotating the rotatable head at a predetermined speed;

operating a processor which is arranged in electrical com-
munication with the electrical contact of the nest, such that
the processor sends command signals to the component held
in the nest, to cause the component to operate in a predefined
manner, and

receiving at the processor, response signals from the com-
ponent which are generated by the component when the com-
ponent operates in the predefined manner, while the compo-
nent is rotated by the rotatable head,

determining the performance of the component from the
response signals the processor receives.

Preferably the determined performance is the electrical
performance of the component. Preferably the component is
a component.

The method may further comprise the step of rotating the
rotatable head about a single axis of rotation only.

The method may further comprise the step of rotating the
rotatable head such that a nest on the rotatable head is aligned
with a component handling head on the rotatable turret. Pref-
erably the nest on a rotatable head which is positioned directly
under a handling head on the turret.

The method may further comprise the steps of operating
the processor to derive, from the determined performance of
the component, the performance of the component if it were
to be moved along one or more linear directions. For example,
the processor can derive from the determined performance,
how the component would perform if it were to be moved
along the horizontal normal or vertical normal.

The method may further comprise the step of adjusting the
speed of rotation of the rotatable head so that the performance
of the component at different speeds can be determined.

The method may further comprise the step of accelerating
the rotatable head so that the performance of the component
while it is being accelerated can be determined.

The method may further comprise the step of decelerating
the rotatable head so that the performance of the component
while it is being decelerated can be determined.

The method may comprise the step of rotating the rotatable
head at a constant speed so that the performance of the com-
ponent while it is moving at a constant speed can be deter-
mined.

The rotatable turret may be configured to intermittently
rotate to transport components between testing stations and
where the above method is successively performed on suc-
cessive components during the period in which the turret is
stopped. The method may comprise the step of synchronizing
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the method of testing the performance of a component with
the intermittent rotation of the rotatable turret, so that the
method is executed during intervals in which the rotatable
turret is stopped. The method may comprise the step of syn-
chronizing the rotation of the rotatable head with the inter-
mittent rotation of the rotatable turret, so that the method is
executed during intervals in which the rotatable turret is
stopped.

The method may comprise the step of securing the com-
ponent in a nest according to any one of the above-mentioned
nests, comprising the step of, moving the moveable part to its
first position against the biasing means, positioning at least
part of a component into the pocket, moving the moveable
part to its second position using the biasing means so that the
component, at least part of which is located in the pocket, is
secured within the pocket.

Preferably, the method comprises moving the moveable
part to its second position using the biasing means so an
extending member on the moveable part abuts the component
located in the pocket, so that frictional forces between the
extending member and the component secures the component
within the pocket. The method may comprise moving the
moveable part to its second position so that frictional forces
between the extending member and the component, and
between the fixed portion and the component, secures the
component within the pocket

The method may comprise the step of apply a biasing force
to the movable part using the biasing means so that the com-
ponent is clamped between the moveable part and fixed part to
secure the component within the pocket.

The method of testing the performance of a component
may further comprise the steps of,

transferring a component to be tested, from a handling head
on a rotatable turret, directly to a nest on a carriage which is
positioned adjacent the turret, so that the component estab-
lishes electrical connection with an electrical contact pro-
vided in the nest;

operating the nest to hold the component;

operating an electromagnet to generate an predetermined
magnetic field;

moving the carriage so that the component is carried by the
carriage into a region where it is submerged in the generated
magnetic field;

operating a processor which is arranged in electrical com-
munication with the electrical contact such that the processor
sends command signals to the component held in a nest which
cause the component to operate in a predefined manner, and

receiving at the processor, response signals from the com-
ponent which are generated by the component when the com-
ponent operates in the predefined manner, while the compo-
nent is submerged in the generated magnetic field,

determining the performance of the component from the
response signals the processor receives.

The method may further comprise the step of adjusting or
varying the strength of the magnetic field. The method may
comprise the step of adjusting or varying the strength of the
magnetic field by adjusting the magnitude of current which is
conducted in an electrical coil of the electromagnet.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention will be better understood with the aid of the
description of embodiments, which is given by way of
example only, and illustrated by the figures, in which:

FIG. 1 provides a perspective view of an assembly for
testing the performance of components, according to an
embodiment of the present invention;
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FIG. 2 provides a magnified view of a rotational head
assembly used in the assembly shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 shows a perspective view of an exemplary nest
provided on in the rotational head of the rotational head
assembly shown in FIG. 2;

FIG. 4 shows a further perspective view of the nest shown
in FIG. 3;

FIG. 5 shows a further perspective view of the nest shown
in FIG. 3, with a component secured in the nest.

FIG. 6 shows a perspective view of an actuator which can
cooperate with the nest shown in FIGS. 3-5 to move the
moveable part of the nest;

FIGS. 7 and 8 illustrate how the actuator shown in FIG. 6
cooperates with the nest to operate the nest;

FIG. 9 provides a perspective view of a magnetic testing
assembly which can form part of the assembly shown in FIG.
1.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF POSSIBLE
EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION

FIG. 1 provides a perspective view of an assembly 1110 for
testing the performance of components, according to an
exemplary embodiment of the present invention. Specifically,
the assembly 1110 is suitable for testing the performance of
electrical components 25 while the electrical components 25
are moving at high speeds, or while they are being accelerated
or decelerated.

The assembly 1110 comprises a rotatable turret 113 which
comprises a plurality of component handling heads 115. Each
of'the component handling heads 115 are configured such that
they can hold an electrical component 25; for example each of
the component handling head 115 may be configured such
that they can hold an electrical component 25 by means of
suction/vacuum. Of course each of the component handling
head 115 can be operated to selectively release the electrical
component 25 which they hold.

The assembly 1110 further comprises a rotatable head
assembly 118 which is anchored to a base platform 106 by
means of an anchoring plate 102. FIG. 2 provides a magnified
view of the rotatable head assembly 118. The rotatable head
assembly 118 comprises a rotatable head 119. The rotatable
head 119 is configured to have a single axis of rotation 120
only. This allows for a simpler design of the rotatable head
assembly 118. An actuator in the form of a servo motor 114 is
connected to the rotatable head 119 by means of a belt 130
and it operable to rotate the rotatable head 119.

As can be seen in FIG. 2 the rotatable head 119 comprises
two nests 1, each nest 1 each suitable for receiving an elec-
trical component 25. The rotatable head assembly 118 is
arranged under the turret 113. FIG. 1 shows that the rotatable
head assembly 118 is arranged such that a nest 1 on the
rotatable head 119 is aligned with a component handling head
115 on the rotatable turret 113. Such an arrangement will
allow an electrical component 25 to be passed directly from a
component handling head 115 on the rotatable turret 113 to a
nest 1 on the rotatable head 119. A bracket 104, preferably a
45° bracket, is used to ensure that each nest 1 is horizontal
normal when the nest 1 is aligned under a component han-
dling head 115. When the nest 1 is horizontal the nest 1 will
lay on a plane which is parallel to a plane defined by an
electrical component 25 held on the component handling
head 115, or the nest 1 will be parallel to the surface of the
base platform 106.

It will be understood that the rotatable head 119 could be
provided with any suitable number of nests 1. As shown in
FIG. 2 each nest 1 further comprises electrical contacts 111
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which are arranged such that electrical contacts 41 (see FIG.
1) of an electrical component 25 which is held in a nest 1 can
establish an electrical connection with the electrical contacts
111 provided in the nest 1. Each nest 1 is further configured
such that it can hold an electrical component 25 in a fixed
position as the rotatable head 119 rotates; more precisely each
nest 1 is configured such that it can hold an electrical com-
ponent 25 in a position whereby the electrical contacts 41 of
the electrical component 25 remain electrically connected to
the electrical contacts 111 provided in the nest 1, as the
rotatable head 119 rotates.

The rotatable head assembly 118 further comprises an
actuator 50 which cooperates with a nest 1 to open and close
the nest so that an electrical component 25 can be received
and secured respectively in the nest; the cooperation of the
actuator 50 and nest 1 will be discussed in more detail later.

Referring again to FIG. 1, the assembly 1110 is shown to
further comprise a processor 105. The processor 105 is
arranged in electrical communication with the electrical con-
tacts 111 provided in each nest 1 such that the processor 105
can send and receive electrical test signals to/from an electri-
cal component 25 held in a nest 1, while the electrical com-
ponent 25 is rotated by the rotatable head 119. The test signals
may, for example, comprise electrical command signals
which the processor 105 sends to the electrical component 25
to initiate the electrical component 25 to operate in a particu-
lar manner or to perform a certain predefined task. The pro-
cessor 105 may in turn receive electrical response signals
from the electrical component 25; the electrical response
signals may be signals which are generated by the electrical
component 25 when the electrical component 25 is operating
or performing the predefined task which was initiated by the
electrical command signal. The electrical response signals are
used by the processor 105 to determine how the electrical
component 25 is performing while it is rotated by the rotat-
able head 119.

The processor 105 is further configured to derive, from the
determined electrical performance of the electrical compo-
nent 25, how the electrical component 25 would perform if it
was to be moved in one or more linear directions. For
example, the processor 105 can derive, from the determined
electrical performance, how electrical component 25 would
perform if it was moved along the horizontal normal or ver-
tical normal.

The rotatable head assembly 118 further comprises a con-
troller 116 which is arranged in operable communication with
the servo motor 114, for controlling the speed of rotation of
the rotatable head 119. This will enable the rotational head
119 to be accelerated and/or decelerated. Thus, the perfor-
mance of the electrical component 25 while it is being accel-
erated and/or decelerated may also be determined. Of course
the controller 116 may also operate the rotational head 119 to
rotate at a constant speed.

The ability to hold a the electrical component 25 such that
electrical contacts 41 of the electrical component 25 remain
electrically connected to the electrical contacts 111 provided
in the nest 1 as the rotatable head 119 rotates, is due to the
features of the nest 1. Referring to FIGS. 3-5, there is shown
perspective views of the exemplary nest 1 provided on the
rotatable head 119 of the rotatable head assembly 118 shown
in FIG. 2.

The nest 1 comprises a fixed part 3 and a movable part 5,
wherein the fixed part 3 and movable part 5 are configured to
cooperate so as to define a pocket 7. The pocket 7 is suitable
for receiving an electrical component 25 (such as an LED or
Silicon chip), or at least part of an electrical component 25.
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The fixed part 3 comprises three members 33a-c which
define three walls 35a-c¢ of the pocket 7; the moveable mem-
ber 5 defines a fourth wall 354 of the pocket 7. The three
members 33a-c are arranged to protrude through a recess 39
provided in the moveable member 5; the recess 39 is dimen-
sioned to extend longer than the three walls 35a-c so as to
permit the moveable member 5 to move relative to the fixed
part 3.

The movable part 5 is moveable between a first position
and a second position. FIG. 4 illustrates the movable part 5 in
its first position; when the movable part 5 is in the first
position the dimensions of the pocket 7 of the nest 1 are at a
maximum so that an electrical component 25 can be easily
moved into the pocket 7. When the movable part 5 is in the
first position the pocket 7 is “open”. FIG. 5 illustrates the
movable part 5 in its second position; when the movable part
5 is in the second position the dimensions of the pocket 7 of
the nest 1 are at a minimum so that at least the length dimen-
sion of the pocket 7 matches the length of a electrical com-
ponent 25 positioned within the pocket 7, so that the electrical
component is secured within the pocket 7 so as not to move
when the rotatable head 119 rotates. When the movable part 5
is in the second position the pocket 7 is “closed”. When the
pocket 7 of the nest is “closed” the electrical component 25
will be secured in the nest 1 so that its electrical contacts 41 of
the electrical component 25 remain in electrical connection
with the electrical contacts 111 provided in the nest 1, as the
rotatable head 119 is rotated.

FIG. 5 shows an electrical component 25 secured within
the pocket 7. Optionally the electrical component 25 may be
an LED or a silicon chip; if the electrical component 25 is an
LED the optionally the pocket 7 may be configured to receive
electrical contacts 41 of the LED while leaving a lens portion
of'the LED exposed for performance testing.

The part of the moveable part 5 which defines the fourth
wall 354 of the pocket 7 comprises an extending member 11
which is configured such that it can abut the electrical com-
ponent 25 located in the pocket 7, when the moveable part 5
is in its second position. When the extending member 11
abuts the electrical component 25 located in the pocket 7,
frictional forces between the extending member 11 and the
electrical component 25 and between the electrical compo-
nent 25 and the three members 33a-c of the fixed portion 3,
secures the electrical component 25 within the pocket 7.

The nest 1 further comprises a biasing means in the form of
first and second flexible blades 9a,6 which are arranged to
bias the movable part 5 towards its second position. The first
blade 9a comprises a first end 15 and second end 17; the first
end 15 is fixed to the fixed part 3 of the nest 1 and the second
end 17 is a free end so that it can flex. The second blade 95 also
comprises a first end 15 and second end 17, wherein the first
end 15 is fixed to the fixed part 3 of the nest 1 and a second end
17 is a free end so that it can flex.

The movable part 5 is arranged to cooperate with the first
and second flexible blades 9a,5 such that movement of the
movable part 5 to its first position causes the first and second
flexible blades 94,5 to flex. The movable part 5 comprises two
projections 13a,b each of which is arranged to abut with first
and second flexible blades 94,5 respectively. The first projec-
tion 13a abuts with the first blade 94 at a position which is
proximate to the free end 17 of'the first blade 94, and a second
projection 135 abuts the second blade 95 at a position which
is proximate to the free end 17 of the second blade 9a, so that
movement of the moveable part 5 towards its first position
will cause flexion of the first and second blades 9a,b. The
elastic force of flexed first and second flexible blades 9a,b will
bias the moveable part 5 towards its second position.
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Also, optionally, the movable part 5 and first and second
flexible blades 94,5 may be arranged so that when the move-
able part 5 is in its second position the first and second flexible
blades 94,5 are flexed, so that a biasing force is applied to the
moveable part 5 when in the moveable part 5 is in its second
position. Applying a biasing force to the moveable part 5
when it is in its second position, will enable clamping of an
electrical component 25 which is located within the pocket 7,
between the moveable part 5 and fixed part 3; clamping of the
electrical component 25 will ensure that it is held more
securely within the pocket 7.

The nest 1 further comprises a guide means 19,21 which
can guide the movement of the movable part 5 as it moves
between the first and second positions. In this particular
example the guide means 19,21 comprises two projection
members 19 which are fixed to the fixed part 3 of the nest 1,
and two tracks 21 which are provided in the moveable part 5.
The projection members 19 engage the tracks 21, and move
along the tracks 21 as the moveable member 5 moves between
the first and second positions. It will be understood that any
number of projection members 19 and tracks 21 could be
provided. It will be understood that any suitable guide means
could be used; for example, it will be understood that alter-
natively the guide means may comprise one or more projec-
tion members 19 on the moveable part 5 which engage one or
more tracks 21 on the fixed part 3.

The moveable part 3 further comprises a ledge 27, which
extends beyond an end 29 of the fixed part 3. The ledge 27
comprises a surface 23 which is suitable for cooperating with
a cam of an actuator (not shown in FIG. 4 or 5), so that
movement of the cam will effect movement of the moveable
part 5 between its first and second positions. As can be seen
from FIGS. 4 and 5 the surface 23 which is suitable for
cooperating with a cam of an actuator is provided on a face 47
of the ledge 27; and the surface 23 is configured to be sub-
stantially horizontal.

Various modifications and variations to the nest 1 will be
apparent to those skilled in the art. For example, alternatively,
or additionally, the nest 1 may comprise a flexible blade
which is configured to be secured to the fixed portion 3 at a
centre point along the length of the blade, leaving the ends of
the blade free to flex. The two projections 13a,b on the move-
able part may be arranged to cooperate with the blade at a
position which is proximate to the ends of blade which are
free to flex. Optionally the nest 1 may further comprise a
heating means (not shown), which is configured to be in
thermal communication with the pocket 7 such that the heat-
ing means can heat an electrical component 25 located in the
pocket 7. Preferably, the heating means would comprise one
or more heating elements (not shown) which are integrated
within the nest 1.

FIG. 6 provides a perspective view of the actuator 50 which
is provided in the rotatable head assembly 118. The actuator
50 is suitable for cooperating with a nest 1 provided on the
rotatable head 119, to move the moveable member 5 of the
nest 1 between its first and second positions. Thus, the actua-
tor 50 is operable to selectively open the nest so that the nest
1 can respectively receive an electrical component 25 directly
from a handling head 115 of the turret 113, and is operable to
selectively close the nest 1 so that the received electrical
component is secured in the nest 1 so that it will remain
electrically connected to electrical contacts 111 provided in
the nest 1 as the rotatable head 119 is rotated.

The actuator 50 comprises a cam 51, in the form of an
eccentric disc 51, which is arrangeable to abut with the sur-
face 23 of the moveable part 5 of the nest 1, so that rotation of
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the cam 51 will effect movement of the moveable part 5
between its first and second positions.

The actuator 50 further comprises a motor 53 which is
operable to rotate the cam 51. The motor 53 is preferably a
stepper motor.

The actuator 50 should be arranged so that its cam 51,
which in this case is in the form of an eccentric disc 51, abuts
with the surface 23 of ledge 27 of the of the moveable part 5.
As the eccentric disc 51 rotates it will effect movement of the
moveable part 5 between its first and second positions.

FIGS. 7 and 8 illustrate how the actuator 50 cooperates
with the nest 1 to effect operation of the nest 1. The general
operation of the assembly will now be described and refer-
ence will be made to FIGS. 7 and 8 where appropriate.

During use, the rotatable head 119 is rotated so that a nest
1 on the rotatable head 119 is moved into a horizontal orien-
tation. The rotatable turret 113 rotates so that one of the
component handling heads 115, carrying an electrical com-
ponent 25, is aligned over the nest 1 (preferably over a pocket
7 of the nest 1) on the rotatable head 119.

Referring now to FIGS. 7 and 8, the motor 53 of the
actuator 50 operates to rotate the eccentric disc 51 so that the
eccentric disk 51 abuts the surface 23 on the ledge 27 of the
movable part 5. The rotating eccentric disc 51 pushes the
movable part 5 of the nest 1 towards its first position so that
the pocket 7 on the nest 1 opens. When the moveable part 5 is
moved to its first portion i.e. when the nest 1 is “open”, the
dimensions of the pocket 7 are increased. Once the nest 1 is
open the component handling head 115 releases the compo-
nent 25 which it carries so that it drops directly into the pocket
7 of the nest 1.

When the electrical component 25 is dropped into the
pocket 7, electrical contacts 41 of the electrical component 25
will electrical connect with the electrical contact 111 pro-
vided in the nest 1.

Asthemovable part 5 of the nest 1 is moved towards its first
position to open the pocket 7 for the receipt of the electrical
component 25, the two projections 13a,b, each of which abuts
with first and second flexible blades 9a,b respectively, will
push on the free ends 17 of the first and second flexible blades
9a,b to cause flexion of the blades 9a,b. The elastic force of
the flexed first and second flexible blades 9a,b will bias the
moveable part 5 towards its second position.

Once the electrical component 25 has been positioned
within the pocket 7 of the nest 1, the motor 53 of the actuator
50 is operated to rotate the eccentric disc 51 so that eccentric
disk 51 no longer abuts the surface 23 on the ledge 27 of the
movable part 5. Simultaneously, the biasing force of the
flexed first and second flexible blades 9a,b, moves the mov-
able part 5 to its second position so that the nest 1 closes.

When the movable part 5 is in its second position, the
extending member 11 (visible in FIG. 7 but not visible in FIG.
8), which is located on the part of the moveable part 5 which
defines the fourth wall 354 ofthe pocket 7, abuts the electrical
component 25 located in the pocket 7. The electrical compo-
nent 25 will also abut the three walls 35a-c defined by the
three members 33a-c provided on the fixed part 3. Frictional
forces which exist between the extending member 11 and the
electrical component 25, and between the electrical compo-
nent 25 and the three members 33a-c of the fixed portion 3,
secures the electrical component 25 within the pocket 7. The
electrical component 25 will be secured in the pocket so that
the electrical contacts 41 of the electrical component 25
remain in contact with the electrical contacts 111 provided in
the nest 1 even when the rotational head 119 is rotated.

Optionally, if the movable part 5a and first and second
flexible blades 94,5 are arranged so that when the moveable
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part 5 is in the second position first and second flexible blades
9a,b are flexed, the electrical component 25 will be clamped,
between the moveable part 5 and fixed part 3; clamping of the
electrical component 25 will ensure that it is held more
securely within the pocket 7.

The two projection members 19 which are fixed to the fixed
part 3, move along the tracks 21 which are provided in the
movable part 5, as the moveable part 5 moves between its first
and second positions. Thus, the cooperation of the projection
members 19 and tracks 21 guide the movement of the mov-
able part 5; for example their cooperation prevents rotation of
the moveable part 5 with respect to the fixed part 5.

Once the electrical component 25 has been secured within
the pocket 7 of the nest 1, the servo motor 114 is operated to
rotate the rotatable head 119 about its single axis of rotation
120, at a predefined speed, so that the electrical component 25
is moved at the predefined speed.

The processor 105, which is arranged in electrical commu-
nication with the electrical contacts 111 provided in each nest
1, is then operated to send and receive electrical test signals
to/from the electrical component 25 held in a nest 1, while the
electrical component 25 is rotated by the rotatable head 119.
The test signals comprise an electrical command signals
which the processor 105 sends to the electrical component 25
to initiate the electrical component 25 to operate in a particu-
lar manner or to perform a certain predefined task. The pro-
cessor 105 in turn will receive electrical response signals
from the electrical component 25. The electrical response
signals are signals generated by the electrical component 25
when the electrical component 25 is operating or performing
the predefined task which was initiated by the electrical com-
mand signal. The electrical response signals are then used by
the processor 105 to determine the electrical performance of
the electrical component 25 while it is rotated by the rotatable
head 119.

Optionally, the processor 105 may then be operated to
derive, from the determined electrical performance of the
electrical component 25, how the electrical component 25
would perform if it was moved in one or more linear direc-
tions. For example, the processor 105 can derive how the
electrical component 25 would perform if it was moved along
the horizontal normal or vertical normal.

Optionally, using the controller 116 the speed of rotation of
the rotational head 119 may be accelerated and/or decelerated
so that the performance of the electrical component 25, while
it is being accelerated and/or decelerated, may also be deter-
mined.

Preferably the turret 113 will rotate intermittently, and
rotation of the handling head 119 is synchronized with the
rotation of the turret 113, so that the performance of the
electrical component 25 is determined, during intervals in
which the turret is stopped.

The rotatable head assembly 118 described above will
preferably define one of a plurality of testing stations which
are arranged at a periphery of the rotatable turret 113. The
rotatable turret 113 is configured to intermittently rotate to
transport electrical components 25 between the plurality of
testing stations which are located at its periphery; for each
testing station a component handling head 115 will deliver an
electrical component 25 to an underlying testing station,
where testing of the electrical component 25 will take place;
after testing is complete the component handling head 115
will pick the electrical component 25 from respective test
station and the rotatable turret 113 will then rotate a single
iteration so that the electrical component 25 can be delivered
to the next testing station.
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In addition to the rotatable head assembly 118 which
shown in FIG. 2, the assembly 1 of FIG. 1, may further
comprise a magnetic testing station, for testing the perfor-
mance of electrical components 25 when subjected to a mag-
netic field. An exemplary magnetic testing station 160 is
shown in FIG. 9. The magnetic testing station 160 will pref-
erably define one of a plurality of testing stations which are
arranged at a periphery of the rotatable turret 113 in the
assembly 1 shown in FIG. 1.

The magnetic testing station 160 comprises an electromag-
net 161. The magnetic testing station 160 further comprises a
carriage 162. The carriage 162 comprises a nest 1 which may
some or all of the features of the nest 1 shown in FIGS. 3-8.
The magnetic testing station 160 will be arranged such that
the nest 1 on the carriage 162 is located under a component
handling head 115 of the rotatable turret 113 so that an elec-
trical component 25 can be passed directly from the rotatable
turret 113 into a pocket 7 of the nest 1 on the carriage 162. The
magnetic testing station 160 further comprises an actuator 50
which is operable to open and close the pocket 7 of the nest 1
in the manner previously described.

The carriage 162 runs on a track 163 which leads into a
testing region 164 within the electromagnet 161. The testing
region 164 is a region within the electromagnet 161 with is
submerged in a magnetic field generated by the electromag-
net 161. The carriage 162 can be moved along the track 163 to
carry an electrical component 25 which is located in the nest
1 of the carriage 162, into the testing region 164 so that the
electrical component 25 will be submerged in the magnetic
field generated by the electromagnet 161.

The processor 105 of the assembly 1 may be arranged to
also be in electrical communication with the electrical con-
tacts 111 of the nest 1 provided on the carriage 162, such that
the processor 105 can send and receive electrical test signals
to/from an electrical component 25 which is located in the
testing region 164 submerged in the magnetic field generated
by the electromagnet 161.

Thetest signals may, for example, comprise electrical com-
mand signals which the processor 105 sends to the electrical
component 25 to initiate the electrical component 25 to oper-
ate in a particular manner or to perform a certain predefined
task. The processor 105 may in turn receive electrical
response signals from the electrical component 25; the elec-
trical response signals may be signals which are generated by
the electrical component 25 when the electrical component
25 is operating or performing the predefined task which was
initiated by the electrical command signal. The electrical
response signals are used by the processor 105 to determine
how the electrical component 25 is performing while being
subjected to a magnetic field.

The magnetic testing station 160 further comprise a means
167 for adjusting the magnitude of current which is con-
ducted in an electrical coil 165 of the electromagnet 161. This
will enable the strength of the magnetic field to be adjusted,
thus allowing the performance of the electrical component
25, when subjected to various strength magnetic fields, to be
determined.

During use the rotatable turret 113 rotates so that one ofthe
component handling heads 115, carrying an electrical com-
ponent 25, is aligned over a pocket 7 of the nest 1 provided on
the carriage 162. The nest 1 will have exactly the same fea-
tures as nest 1 described earlier, and will be opened, using the
actuator 50, in the manner described earlier.

When the electrical component 25 is dropped into the
pocket 7 of the nest 1 on the carriage 162, electrical contacts
41 on the electrical component 25 will form an electrical
connection with electrical contacts 111 provided in the nest 1
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on the carriage 162. The nest 1 will be closed in a same
manner as described above, to secure the electrical compo-
nent 25 within the nest 1 on the carriage 162.

Once the electrical component 25 is secured a predeter-
mined current is passed though the conducting coil 165 of the
electromagnet 161 so that a predetermined magnetic field is
generated in the testing region 164 within the electromagnet
161. The carriage 162 is then moved along the track 163 to
carry the electrical component 25 into the testing region 164,
so that the is submerged in the magnetic field.

The processor 105, which is arranged in electrical commu-
nication with the electrical contacts 111 provided in each nest
1 on the carriage 162, is then operated to send and receive
electrical test signals to/from the electrical component 25
while the component electrical component 25 is submerged
in the magnetic field. The test signals comprise an electrical
command signals which the processor 105 sends to the elec-
trical component 25 to initiate the electrical component 25 to
operate in a particular manner or to perform a certain pre-
defined task. The processor 105 in turn will receive electrical
response signals from the electrical component 25. The elec-
trical response signals are signals generated by the electrical
component 25 when the electrical component 25 is operating
or performing the predefined task which was initiated by the
electrical command signal. The electrical response signals are
then used by the processor 105 to determine how the electrical
component 25 performed in the presence of a magnetic field.

Optionally the magnitude of the current in the conducting
coil 165 of the electromagnet 161 may be varied or adjust to
vary of adjust the strength of the magnetic field which the
electrical component 25 is subjected to. Thus, the perfor-
mance of the electrical component 25, when subjected to
various strength magnetic fields, can be determined.

Various modifications and variations to the described
embodiments of the invention will be apparent to those
skilled in the art without departing from the scope of the
invention as defined in the appended claims. Although the
invention has been described in connection with specific pre-
ferred embodiments, it should be understood that the inven-
tion as claimed should not be unduly limited to such specific
embodiment.

The invention claimed is:

1. An assembly for testing performance of a component,
the assembly comprising,

arotatable turret which comprises a plurality of component
handling heads each of which can hold a component;

a rotatable head assembly, the rotatable head assembly
comprising, a rotatable head, wherein the rotatable head
comprises one or more nests, each of which has an
electrical contact, and each of the one or more nests is
suitable for receiving a component such that the compo-
nent can electrically connect to the electrical contact of
that nest;

wherein the nest is further configured such that it can hold
a component such that the component remains electri-
cally connected to the electrical contact, as the rotatable
head rotates;

wherein the rotatable head is arranged to be adjacent the
turret so that a component can be passed directly from a
component handling head on the rotatable turret to a nest
on the rotatable head;

aprocessor which is arranged in electrical communication
with the electrical contact(s) of the one or more nests on
the rotatable head such that the processor can, both, send
command signals to a component held in a nest which
cause the component to operate in a predefined manner,
and receive response signals from the component which
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are generated by the component when the component
operates in the predefined manner, while the component
is rotated by the rotatable head, and

wherein the processor is configured to determine the per-
formance of the component from the response signals it
receives.

2. The assembly according to claim 1 wherein the rotatable
head assembly is arranged such that the rotatable head is
positioned under the rotatable turret, so that a component can
be passed directly from a component handling head on the
rotatable turret into a nest on the rotatable head.

3. The assembly according to claim 1 wherein the rotatable
head is configured to have a single axis of rotation only.

4. The assembly according to claim 1 wherein the proces-
sor is further configured to derive, from the determined per-
formance of the component, the performance of the compo-
nent if it were moved in one or more linear directions.

5. The assembly according to claim 1 wherein the rotatable
head assembly further comprises a controller which is oper-
able to control the speed of rotation of the rotatable head.

6. The assembly according to claim 1 wherein the rotatable
head comprises two or more nests.

7. The assembly according to claim 1 wherein the one or
more nests in the rotatable head assembly each comprise, a
fixed part, and a movable part, wherein the fixed part and
movable part are configured to cooperate so as to define a
pocket which can receive at least a part of a component,
wherein the movable part is moveable between a first position
and a second position, wherein in the first position the pocket
is open so that at least part of the component can be moved
into the pocket and electrically connect to an electrical con-
tact provided in the nest, and in the second position the pocket
is closed so that the at least part of the component positioned
in the pocket can be secured within the pocket, wherein the
nest further comprises a biasing means which is arranged to
bias the movable part towards its second position so that a
component can be maintained electrically connected to the
electrical contact provided in the nest, as the rotatable head
rotates.

8. The assembly according to claim 7 wherein the rotatable
head assembly further comprises an actuator which is oper-
able to effect opening and closing of the pocket of the nest.

9. The assembly according to claim 1 wherein the assembly
for testing performance of a component, further comprises a
magnetic testing station, the magnetic testing station com-
prising,

an electromagnet which is operable by current to provide
an magnetic field;

a carriage, which comprises a nest which has an electrical
contact and which is suitable to hold a component in
electrical connection with the electrical contact of that
nest, and wherein the carriage is movable to carry a
component received in the nest, to a region where the
component is submerged in a magnetic field generated
by the electromagnet;

a processor which is arranged in electrical communication
with the electrical contact ofthe nest on the carriage such
that the processor can, both, send command signals to a
component held in the nest which cause the component
to operate in a predefined manner, and receive response
signals from the component which are generated by the
component when the component operates in the pre-
defined manner, while the component is submerged in
the magnetic field, and

wherein the processor is configured to determine the per-
formance of the component from the response signals it
receives.
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10. The assembly according to claim 9 wherein the carriage
is configured such that it can be positioned adjacent to the
rotatable turret so that a component can be passed directly
from a component handling head on the rotatable turret to a
nest on carriage.

11. The assembly according to claim 9 wherein the mag-
netic testing station further comprises a means for adjusting
the strength of the magnetic field, wherein the means for
adjusting the strength of the magnetic field comprises a
means for adjusting the magnitude of the current which is
conducted in an electrical coil of the electromagnet.

12. A method of testing the performance of a component
comprising the steps of,

transferring a component to be tested, from a handling head

on a rotatable turret, directly to a nest on a rotatable head
which is arranged adjacent the turret, so that the com-
ponent establishes electrical connection with an electri-
cal contact provided in the nest;

operating the nest to hold the component so that the com-

ponent remains electrically connected to the electrical
contact as the rotatable head rotates;
rotating the rotatable head at a predetermined speed;
operating a processor which is arranged in electrical com-
munication with the electrical contact of the nest, such
that the processor sends command signals to the com-
ponent held in the nest, to cause the component to oper-
ate in a predefined manner, and
receiving at the processor, response signals from the com-
ponent which are generated by the component when the
component operates in the predefined manner, while the
component is rotated by the rotatable head,

determining the performance of the component from the
response signals the processor receives.

13. A method according to claim 12 further comprising the
step of, operating the processor to derive from the determined
performance of the component, the performance of the com-
ponent if it were to be moved along one or more linear
directions.
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14. A method according to claim 12 further comprising the
steps of, securing the component in a nest by moving a move-
able part of the nest to a first position against a biasing means;
positioning at least part of the component into a pocket of the
nest so that the component establishes electrical connection
with an electrical contact provided in the nest; moving the
moveable part to a second position using a biasing means so
that the component, at least part of which is located in the
pocket, is secured within the pocket so that the component can
be maintained electrically connected to the electrical con-
tacts, as the rotatable head rotates.

15. A method according to claim 12 further comprise the
steps of,

transferring a component to be tested, from a handling head

on arotatable turret, directly to anest on a carriage which
is positioned adjacent the turret, so that the component
establishes electrical connection with an electrical con-
tact provided in the nest;

operating the nest to hold the component;

operating an electromagnet to generate an predetermined

magnetic field;

moving the carriage so that the component is carried by the

carriage into a region where it is submerged in the gen-
erated magnetic field;

operating a processor which is arranged in electrical com-

munication with the electrical contact such that the pro-
cessor sends command signals to the component held in
a nest which cause the component to operate in a pre-
defined manner, and receiving at the processor, response
signals from the component which are generated by the
component when the component operates in the pre-
defined manner, while the component is submerged in
the generated magnetic field,

determining the performance of the component from the

response signals the processor receives.
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